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Habitat group applies to

build more homes 
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Friday, June 5, 2009  

 

MANCHESTER — Bennington Area Habitat for
Humanity has submitted their formal application to

the town to construct 22 single family homes on

Jennifer Lane.  

 
Currently Habitat for Humanity is raising funds to

purchase the 48 vacant single family residential lots

that are owned by four different property owners —

a process they must complete by Sept. 1, according
to President of the Bennington Area Habitat for

Humanity, Richard Malley.  

 

The organization has hired engineer Ellis Speath,
owner of Speath Engineering, to determine the

requirements needed to meet town and state

standards. Malley said it was essential to know the

approximate cost of the necessary improvements to
ensure that they had enough money to not only

purchase the land, but develop it as well.  

 

Seeking permits now  
 

Though they currently do not own the land, Habitat

for Humanity is applying for the necessary permits

because Malley said they believe it may help them in
their fundraising efforts.  

 

"It's one thing if it's a big question mark. It would

be quite another if we could say the town likes the
plan and has approved it," said Malley. "This is not a

great time to try to raise money. This project I

believe is so important for our community I'm

hoping we'll find people who will invest in this
project, that people will find it compelling and want

to help." 

Even if Habitat is successful in purchasing the land,
a lot of work must be done before it can be

developed. First, the 48 vancant lots must be re-

configured into the 22 single family residential lots.

The project would require a new road — expected to
be 493 feet long — to be constructed. 

Unlike the homes that Habitat plans to build along

Jennifer Lane that would utilize the existing
roadway, the town water main, and the existing

electrical — which would be Phase I of the project

according to a letter from project engineer

Christopher Ponnessi — the homes built along the
new road in Phase II of the project would require

improvements to the town's water system, a storm

water treatment facility, extension of electrical and

telephone utilities and the completion of the sewage
system that would have to be built for Phase I of the

project. 

Another added expense that Habitat would have to
cover is the property taxes. Still, despite the

infrastructure costs and the taxes they would have

to pay, Malley said the project was very favorable

because of its close proximity to town, stores,
places of employment and schools. 

"We think this would be an outstanding opportunity

and contribution to the Manchester community,"
Malley said. "The need for affordable housing

throughout the state is huge. If we could do

something like this in Manchester that would be

huge." 

If Habitat is able to purchase the land and the town

approves the project, Malley said the organization

would like to begin building the septic system
sometime in 2010 so that they could begin building
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on the land by 2011.  
 

If construction were to begin in 2011, Malley said

that it would not take place all at once, but over a

period of years. According to previous reports,
houses would be constructed at a rate of one per

year. However, it was also stated that the Bennington

Area Habitat for Humanity — which also serves the

rest of Bennington County and strives to construct
two homes a year — would not want to concentrate

their efforts in one town for more than a decade.  

 

Planning Director and Zoning Administrator, Lee
Krohn, said at the moment it was difficult to perceive

whether there may be any problems with the

application, but that it would be reviewed at the

Design and Development Review Boards (DRB) next
meeting on June 17.  

 

"The board saw this as a preliminary phase and

encouraged Habitat to pursue the project," said
Krohn. "I think it has the potential to fill a great need

in the community, but we'll have to take a look at it

with all its details."  

 
Not only is Habitat for Humanity looking to

construct affordable single family housing, but they

are also considering the possibility of incorporating

green technology into the houses.  
 

Malley said that a number of people such as

architects Ramsay Gourd, Bill Badger, Cliff Beebe,

and Greg Boshart have come forward to offer their
assitance with the design of the buildings and Alan

Benoit, Bill Calfee, and Jaime and Thomas Hand — all

of whom have been involved in energy saving

projects in the past — have shown an interest in
trying to make the buildings as "green" as possible.  

 

Malley said if they are able to incorporate green

technology into the buildings it would not only be
beneficial for the homes, but may also set a trend for

builders in the future. 

"If Habitat can afford to do it my hope is that this

will maybe inspire others to follow that example," he

said. "The good news with the energy crisis is that
everyone is focused on this now." 
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